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Year 8: Detective Stories
Homework Tasks

Here is a list of tasks for you to do as homework.  You can do them in any order that you like but you must make sure that they are handed in on time – at least one piece every week.

1) Research either the writer Arthur Conan Doyle or the writer Agatha Christie.  Create a leaflet that informs the reader about this writer and the character for which he is famous.  The leaflet should include facts, images and colour.  (150 words minimum)

2) Research either the character ‘Sherlock Holmes’ or ‘Miss Marple’.  Create a leaflet that informs the reader about the original character and how it has appeared in the media since its creation.  The leaflet should include facts, images and colour.  (200 words minimum)

3) Create a book cover for your own Detective novel.  It should include a stereotypical title, the name of the writer and the ‘blurb’ that is normally written on the back.  Make sure that the images are suitable for the genre too.  

4) Write the opening for your own Detective novel.  Focus on describing a setting, the appearance and actions of a character who will be the detective in the story.  Use detailed description, including adjectives and a range of vocabulary. (150 words minimum)

5) Write three paragraphs of your novel that build tension, for example:  the sequence in the story where the detective tracks and faces the villain.  Use short sentence and dramatic vocabulary to build tension.  Don’t forget to describe the villain’s appearance and how your detective feels. (200 words minimum)
6) Create an advert that will sell your novel.  Use persuasive language, e.g. adjectives and exciting vocabulary, the will make the reader want to buy the novel and read it.  (100 words minimum)

7) Write a letter to a film producer telling him/her about your novel and suggesting it be made into a film.  Use persuasive language, e.g. adjectives, that will make the film producer want to make your novel into an exciting film. (150 words minimum).

8) Create the film poster that advertises the film of your novel.  Make sure that the font, images and language is suitable for the detective genre and will make people want to see the film.                                                                                     

